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   What makes a person a plumber?  If I unclog my pipe under the kitchen sink, do I qualify as 
a certified plumber? If I plant six tomato stalks in my flower bed next to the house, does that qualify me 
to consider myself a farmer?  If I sew a loose button back on my shirt, am I a seamstress?  If I check the 
oil of the engine of my Jeep, does that mean I am a mechanic?  No, being able to do any of these tasks 
does not mean that I am qualified as a competent or capable plumber, farmer, seamstress or mechanic.  
Itôs more of a hobby or tinkering, just ñplayingò at being any of these. 
 What makes a person a Christian?  Itôs difficult to take seriously another personôs claim to be a 
follower of Jesus Christ if that person only occasionally acts like a Christian in the world.  Many 
outside the life of the Church point to the contradiction between the claims of those who say they are 
Christian and their actions.  It doesnôt take much to call oneself a Christian, but it takes a real 
commitment to walk the way of Christ in faith.  It would be far better for us to say that we strive to 
follow the way of Jesus than to assert that we do follow the way of Jesus.  We all fall short of the mark, 
the goal, the ideal of the way. 
 We receive as much as we give.  We cannot expect God to seriously consider our claim to be 
followers of Christ, if our normal response to God is rather casual and shallow, taking second place to 
whatever else is happening in our lives at the moment.  It seems a good number of people have great 
expectations of how God should act on their behalf, but are reluctant to rise up to the challenge of 
meeting the obligations and expectations that God may have of their lives. 
 One of our human weaknesses is that we want God to be present with us, intimately and 
immediately, without too much effort on our part.  When it doesnôt happen, we think that God is distant 
and uncaring.  And the more distant God seems, the more easily we fall out of the pattern of 
faithfulness in Christian living, in following the way of Christ and being part of the life of Christôs 
Body, the Church.  But perhaps the problem is not with God, but with us.  Perhaps God remains faithful 
in commitment to us, but we have put up walls and barriers to keep God at a distance.  Look around 
you: why are there some people who have many more troubles than you, and yet they seem to bear 
them with dignity and grace?  Could it be they know something you have forgotten?  Perhaps, just 
perhaps, if you are feeling God far removed from your life, it is time to re-evaluate where you are, not 
where God is.  Maybe if you give a little more of yourself to God, you will find yourself receiving far 
more than you ever thought possible. 
 Lent is a time in the Church Year when we all need to take time to re-evaluate our relationship 
with God and Jesus Christ.  It is an opportunity to explore the meaning of faith, to be renewed in spirit, 
to be healed to wholeness ï so that we can follow the way of Christ more boldly and effectively.  This 
requires a deliberate, intentional and honest commitment.  We need to desire to follow God more fully 
in life.  There is no better time than Lent of the year 2017 to explore your relationship with God.  Lent 
begins with Ash Wednesday Services on March 1st, at 7:00 PM, with the Sacrament of Holy 

Communion and the Imposition of Ashes.                                                                Pastor George  
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Worship Attendance 
   Date               8:15           10:30  
January  29 35      56 
February 5 38                61 
February 12   19              107 
February 19          31               50 

Financial Status as of February 19, 2017 
Envelope offering needed: $27,320 
  Envelope offering received to date: $24,257 
Property  Fund needed: $3,776 
  Property Fund received to date: $1,856 
 

 FRONT DOOR SECURITY SYSTEM (HIGH STREET) 
 
 The new security system (camera & lock) has been installed on the High Street door.  

                         The system will only be activated during office hours. 

If you come to the High Street doors during office hours you will need to be buzzed in.   

             Church keys WILL NOT work in the High Street door during office hours.  

Press the button to the right and wait for Deb to acknowledge and give you access. 

           Church keys will work all other doors during office hours.   

When the church office is closed, all doors can be opened and locked with a church key.  
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Special Services during Lent 
 

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday Services on March 1st, at 7:00 PM with the Sacrament of Holy Communion and the Imposition of 
Ashes.  You are encouraged to begin your Lenten journey of 2017 by participating in this service. 
 
During the Wednesdays of Lent, we will have an opportunity to learn more about Trinity in Mission within our community and how we seek 
to make a difference in the lives of our neighbors.  We will meet at 6:15 PM in the Chapel, beginning with a brief devotional time.  We have 
invited representatives from several agencies around Gettysburg to come to share their programs and how we can more effectively support 
their work.  We will welcome: 
 Wednesday, March 8th, 6:15 PM  -- Survivors. Terri Hamrick, Director, will share the various aspects of providing housing for 
victims of abuse, including those who are victims of sex trafficking.  Survivors is not merely a shelter, but provides a great number of  
services to help women and families reach independent living. 
 Wednesday, March 15th, 6:15 PM  -- Meals and More.  Carla Pavlick, Chair, will share this summer program for elementary 
school age children, providing educational opportunities as well as breakfast and lunch for approximately 20 children in Gettysburg. 
 Wednesday, March 22nd, 6:15 PM --  SouthCentral Community Action Program.  Megan Shreve, Director, or a member of the 
staff will share several of the programs provided by SCCAP.  Everyone is familiar with the Food Pantry and the homeless shelter, but there 
is a lot more to the work of SCCAP than these two aspects of the program. 
 Wednesday, March 29th, 6:15 PM  -- Ruthôs Harvest.  Jim Dunlap will share how Ruthôs Harvest prepares weekend meals for 
eligible elementary school children in the Gettysburg School District and give us an overview of hunger throughout Adams County. 
 Wednesday, April 5th, 6:15 PM  -- Our Churchôs Wider Mission and One Great Hour of Sharing.  Jane Malone will share how our 
One Great Hour of Sharing offering this year will be used by the United Church of Christ in mission efforts around the world.  (One Great 
Hour of Sharing offering is scheduled for April 9th).  She will also talk about how our annual support of Our Churchôs Wider Mission assists 
the work of Penn Central Conference and our national headquarters. 
 Thursday, April 13th, 7:00 PM Maundy Thursday Services at Trinity, with the Sacrament of Holy Communion.   

Trinity in Mission 
 

 Many thanks to all who helped make the Spaghetti Dinner at the beginning of the month such a success.  We received 2,750 
diapers that evening.  Combined with the contributions of the members since the beginning of the year, 4,160 diapers were delivered 
to TenderCare.  Delivery came at an opportune time since their supplies were exhausted in some sizes and extremely limited in other 
sizes of diapers.  The crib is now empty and waiting to be filled again!! 
 
 February is Food Pantry Month at Trinity.  The last Sunday to receive your food donations or financial support (envelopes 
on the table in the Gathering Area) will be February 26th.  All items received will be donated to South Central Community Action  
Program (SCCAP).        
 We continue to ask for your ongoing support to these continuing projects: 
 ---   Cookies for our Neighbors.  We have begun to deliver cookies to the Gettysburg Borough Police Department as of the 
third Sunday in January.  Two volunteers each bake two dozen cookies to deliver.  Right now we are scheduled up until June; toward 
the middle of the year you will have the opportunity to volunteer to bake cookies for the rest of 2017.     
 ---  Bingo items for SpiriTrust Lutheran Village in Gettysburg.   Appropriate small items that can be given as bingo  
prizes would be appreciated.  So far we have been able to deliver three laundry baskets to SpiriTrust and your generosity has been 
noted by the activities staff and residents.  Continue to bring items to the church! 
 ---  Diapers for TenderCare Pregnancy Center.  As mentioned above, we delivered our first shipment of diapers in  
February.  This ministry continues throughout the year.  Why not make a monthly commitment of at least one pack of diapers?  Right 
now, all sizes are needed.     
 ---  Helping Hand Fund has been established to respond to those members who need financial assistance in difficult times.  
Fund envelopes are available on the table in the Gathering Area or simply writing a check with the notation ñHelping Handò and 
place it in the offering plate on a Sunday morning. 
 ---  Box tops and labels for Hoffman Homes.   Campbellôs is phasing out this program and will no longer be receiving  
labels.  They will continue to accept the ñEducationò labels until August.   
 ---  Soda Can Tabs for Hershey Medical Center.  They actually go to the Ronald McDonald House at Hershey, which 
serves as a home away from home for the families of those children who are patients at Hershey Medical Center.  
 ---   Stamps for the Brethren Home, New Oxford.  We have found a new place to take your canceled stamps, so you can 
begin to bring them to the church once again.    

All of these projects are worthwhile and important, relying on your ongoing support!! 

Discernment and Visioning Process 
 

   The Congregational Assessment Survey will conclude on Sunday, February 26th; we appreciate all of who have completed and  
returned the survey so that the Consistory has a more complete picture of the feelings and attitudes of the congregation in determin-
ing how to best choose a new called pastor for Trinity.  Your responses will also be valuable in discerning and vision for Trinity and 
how we can better provide ministry in the community and reach out to those who need to hear the good news of Jesus Christ. 
   The Consistory continues to meet in monthly sessions to talk about this vision for the future of Trinity, as well as inviting the  
congregation to participate in the Congregational Chats for their input.  The next Congregational Chat is scheduled for Sunday,  
February 26th, from 9:30 am to 10:15 am in Fellowship Hall.  Please make an effort to be part of these chats. 
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